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Tow Truck Bill 2023
Minister for Transport and Main Roads and Minister for Digital Services

1. [bookmark: _Hlk15561896]The Tow Truck Act 1973 (the Act) provides the regulatory framework for the safe and efficient retrieval of vehicles from crash sites and various other locations, in regulated areas of Queensland. 
1. While elements of the current Act have been updated over the years, Queensland's regulated tow truck scheme has remained largely unchanged for decades.  
1. The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has reviewed the regulatory framework. The review also addressed outstanding Government supported recommendations from the 2018 Independent Investigation into the Towing Industry: Removal of Vehicles from Private Property. 
1. The review found the fundamentals of the tow truck scheme are sound. However, changes to technology, vehicle movement, administrative practices and legislative drafting highlighted the need for a more modern legislative framework to support the regulated tow truck scheme.
1. The objectives of the Tow Truck Bill 2023 are to provide for a modern tow truck scheme that is responsive to emerging operational matters, will improve road and public safety and deliver improved outcomes for motorists, property owners, industry professionals and the community.
1. Amendments to the Tow Truck Act will modernise the existing legislation by introducing a new structure and terminology to improve consistency across accreditations administered by TMR. This includes unifying industry members under the new designation of accreditation, to replace the terms licence and certificate, as well as the removal of superfluous provisions.   
1. The Bill also provides appropriate regulation-making powers to ensure the legislation is flexible and remains contemporary. 
1. The objective of adding cocaine as a relevant drug to the Roadside Drug Testing program is to increase the safety of Queensland's roads by restricting people's ability to drive while impaired.
1. Amendments to the Tow Truck Act include:
· Providing for new offences to address identified issues of predatory behaviour and strengthen compliance and enforcement outcomes
· Modernising enforcement powers to ensure authorised officers have suitable compliance powers. 
1. Cabinet approved the introduction of the Tow Truck Bill 2023 into the Legislative Assembly and the progression of regulatory amendments that prescribe cocaine as a relevant drug for the Roadside Drug Testing program and a new drug testing device.
1. Attachments:
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